
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Engineering Properties and 

Structure Division Newsletter 
April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear EPSDIV Members, 
 

I can’t believe ANTEC 2017 is only about 
one month away!  I am excited to see an 
impressive EPSDIV technical program 
that our TPCs Jason Lyons and Brian 
Grady have outlined.  Below is a list of 
the 8 sessions our division is going to 
offer at this year’s ANTEC: 

M7 Engineering Properties and Structure 
& Sustainability Join Session 
(Monday morning) 

M26 From Polymer Processing to 
Polymer Nanocomposites (Monday 
afternoon) 

M25 Polymeric Modeling (Monday 
afternoon) 

T6 Olefin Based Polymers (Tuesday 
morning) 

T5 Symposium in Honor of Robert A 
Weiss (Tuesday morning) 

T21 Symposium in Honor of Robert A 
Weiss (Tuesday afternoon) 

W6 Polymer Characterization and 
Processing (Wednesday morning) 

W5 Structure and Property of Polymers 
(Wednesday morning) 

In addition to the technical sessions 
above, we will host a board meeting, a 
TPC luncheon, and an award reception at 
ANTEC.  You can find the times and 
locations of these events in the 
newsletter and we hope to see you 
there.  This year also marks the 75th 
anniversary of SPE.  Founded in 1942, 
SPE is the largest, most well-known 
plastics professional society in the world.  
SPE takes action every day to help 
companies in the plastics industry 
succeed by spreading knowledge, 
strengthening skills, and promoting 
plastics.  Employing these vital strategies, 
SPE has helped the plastics industry 
thrive for 75 years and counting.  SPE has 
become the recognized medium of 
communication among scientists, 
engineers, and technical personnel 
engaged in the development, conversion, 
and application of plastics.  So let’s get 
together in May and celebrate this big 
milestone that SPE has achieved. 

 

Besides the upcoming ANTEC, I am also 
very happy to make a few 
announcements.  First, EPSDIV just 
received the Gold Pinnacle Award and 
the Special Recognition Level 
Communications Excellence Award from 
SPE.  The Pinnacle Gold is awarded to a 
division that, in addition to meeting 
Pinnacle Silver criteria, demonstrates 
superior performance in the Gold 
achievement categories.  It is a very 
prestigious award and such a great honor 
for all of us.  Second, our current board 
member Brian Grady was recently 
elected as SPE’s new President-Elect.  
Brian has served on our board for a long 
time and led the membership committee 
in the past few years.  We congratulate 
Brian and wish him all the best on his 

new post.  Last but not least, I’m 
delighted to announce the recipient of 
last year’s best paper award – Yijian Lin 
from The Dow Chemical Company, for his 
paper titled HIGH PERFORMANCE HIGH 
DENSITY POLYETHYLENE (HDPE) FOR HOT 
FILL CLOSURE APPLICATIONS.  We will 
recognize his work at our reception on 
Tuesday night. 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you in 
Anaheim, California very soon! 

 - - - Daniel Liu 
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EPSDIV to Host 8 Sessions at ANTEC 2017 



COUNCILOR’S REPORT 

The 2017 annual technical conference (ANTEC) of the Society of Plastics 

Engineers (SPE) is almost upon us. In addition to individual and group 

achievement recognitions, educational, technical and networking activities, a very 

special event, the 75
th
 anniversary of SPE will be celebrated at ANTEC 2017. Make 

it a point to attend the activity packed ANTEC 2017 to be held May 8
th
 to May 10

th
 

at Anaheim, California. 

The Engineering Properties and Structure Division (EPSDIV) will host eight technical sessions, 

covering a wide range of topics, over the course of three days at ANTEC. EPSDIV is actively 

looking for new members to join the division, especially those interested in helping to 

advance the division over the coming years. In case you are one of these individuals but 

are uncertain about how you can get engaged, stop by at any one of the following events to learn 

more about EPSDIV: 

 Board Meeting: Sunday, May 7
th
, 4:00-6:00 PM, Mezzanine 14   

 Technical Program Committee Luncheon: Tuesday, May 9
th
, 12:30-1:30 PM, Avila A  

 Award Reception: Tuesday, May 9
th
, 5:00-7:00 PM, Avila B  

 

To paraphrase, the purpose of EPSDIV is to educate and promote polymer science & engineering 
with specific emphasis on 

 The investigation and understanding of the engineering properties of polymers and their 
relationships to composition, structure, and processing variables 

 Technical activities on uniform testing and reporting of polymer properties and 

 The proper application of property data 

These core areas form the foundation of the polymer industry and academia. As such education 
in, and promotion of these areas should be of universal value to individuals in different stages of 
their career. Come join the discussion and help make a difference.  

 

See you at ANTEC 2017!  

 

Babli Kapur 

Look forward to another 75 years 



ANTEC 2017 TPC REPORT 

In less than a month we will be heading to ANTEC 2017.  We have put together an interesting set of 
8 sessions on a variety of topical areas that we think you will enjoy.   

Travel safe and see you in Anaheim! 

Jason Lyons (Arkema) 

Brian Grady (Univ. of Oklahoma) 

TPC Chairs 

M7 Engineering Properties and Structure & Sustainability Join Session (Monday morning) 

M26 From Polymer Processing to Polymer Nanocomposites (Monday afternoon) 

M25 Polymeric Modeling (Monday afternoon) 

T6  Olefin Based Polymers (Tuesday morning) 

T5  Symposium in Honor of Robert A Weiss (Tuesday morning) 

T21 Symposium in Honor of Robert A Weiss (Tuesday afternoon) 

W6 Polymer Characterization and Processing (Wednesday morning) 

W5 Structure and Property of Polymers (Wednesday morning) 

 

IMPORTANT ANTEC MEETINGS 

EPSDIV Board Meeting 

Sunday, May 7th, 4pm to 6pm  

Room: Mezzanine 14 

 

EPSDIV TPC Luncheon 

Tuesday, May 9th, 12:30pm to 1:30pm  

 Room: Avila A 

 

EPSDIV Award Reception 

Tuesday, May 9th, 5pm to 7pm, 

 Room: Avila B 

EPSDIV  —  ANTEC2017 Sessions 



Brian Grady is next President-Elect of the Society 

Since 1994, Dr. Grady has been employed by 
the University of Oklahoma as a faculty 
member in the School of Chemical, Biological 

and Materials Engineering and 
currently is the Conoco-
DuPont Professor of Chemical 
Engineering. He served on the 
Executive Committee of SPE 
from 2008-2012 and served as 
Secretary of the Society in 
2010-2011. He was elected as 

a Fellow of the Society in 2012. He received a 
B.S. from the University of Illinois in 1987, 
and a PhD from the University of Wisconsin 
i n  1 9 9 4 ,  b o t h  i n  C h e m i c a l 
Engineering. Nominated by the Engineering 
Properties and Structures Division. 

Congratulations Brian! 

 

The Engineering  

Properties and  

Structure Division  

appreciates your  

many years of  

volunteer service! 

 

http://www.exponent.com/


 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FROM  

JULY 1, 2015 TO JULY 15, 2016 

 

BALANCE as of July 1, 2015             36,195.96 

(cash, checking, savings, investments) 

 

INCOME                 ACTUAL 

  SPE Rebate     2230.14 

  ANTEC Sponsorships      1466.10

                           ________ 

  TOTAL INCOME             $3,696.24 

EXPENSES 

  Student Travel Fund               2,500.00 

  International Award               2,500.00 

  ANTEC Expenses      275.00 

  ANTEC TPC                4,171.19 

  Bank Fees         33.00 

               ________ 

  TOTAL EXPENSES             $9,479.19 

 

ENDING BALANCE as of July 15, 2016          30,413.01 

 

Submitted by Emmett Crawford,  

EPSDIV Treasurer 2015-2016 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

http://www.aspenresearch.com/


http://www.cpchem.com/
http://www.averydennison.com/advantage


2017 EPSDIV ANTEC Technical Program Sponsorships 

Our 2017ANTEC Sponsors: 

 

ARKEMA INC. 

ASPEN RESEARCH 

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL 
COMPANY, LP 

EXPONENT, INC. 

POLYONE 

S.C. JOHNSON & SON, INC. 
 
...as of April 12th 

Funds from the program are used to 

support the EPSDIV mission in two key 

areas: 

 Technical conference program quality 

Such as, sponsorship of awards for 

outstanding papers, expenses and 

honoraria for invited speakers, and 

seed money for RETECs and other 

EPSDIV sponsored symposia. 

 Plastics education 

Such as, sponsorship of awards for 

outstanding student papers, student 

travel grants, scholarships and short 

courses. 

Sponsorships Still Available for the 2017 ANTEC Program! 

Sponsorship  

program:   

$500 

 Your Company name on room entrance posters! 

 Your Company name on podium posters! 

 Your Company logo on screen between talks! 

 1/2 page ad space (single issue) in Newsletter - 

a $300 value!! 

Offer includes 

Click here to reserve your spot today! 

Please ask your company or organization to sponsor the  
2017 ANTEC Technical Program—Thanks! 

mailto:paul.hans@polyone.com?subject=2017%20EPSDIV%20Corporate%20Sponsorship%20Program


EPSDIV BOARD of DIRECTORS 2015-2016 

CHAIR 

Daniel Liu 

Apple 

979-739-4624 

danieljliu@gmail.com 
 

SECRETARY 

Stephen Driscoll 

U. Massachusetts/Lowell 

978-934-3431 

Stephen_Driscoll@uml.edu 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR (2017 TPC) 

Brian Grady (Sr. Senate) 

University of Oklahoma 

405-325-4369 

bpgrady@ou.edu 

 

Shriram Bagrodia (Sr. Senate) 

Toray Resin Company 

317-398-7833 ext167 

Shriram_bagrodia@torayresin.com 
 

Richard Bopp 

RC Bopp Associates, LLC 

612-845-0722 

ginbopp@mhcable.com 
 

Frank Cangelosi 

Unimin Corporation 

203-442-2319  

fcangelosi@unimin.com 
 

Jeff Gillmor (Sr. Senate) 

Eastman Kodak 

585-588-7415 

jeffrey.gillmor@kodak.com 
 

Kaan Gunes 

Eastman Chemical Company 

423-227-5946 

kgunes@eastman.com 

 

Murali Rajagopalan 

Acushnet 

508-979-3405 

murali_rajagopalan@acushnetgolf.com 

 

CHAIR ELECT & NEWSLETTER  

Paul Hans 

PolyOne Corporation 

440-930-3216 

paul.hans@polyone.com 
 

PAST CHAIR 

Luyi Sun 

University of Connecticut 

860-486-6895 

luyi.sun@uconn.edu 

 

Sadhan C. Jana (Sr. Sen.) 

University of Akron 

330-972-8293 

janas@uakron.edu 
 

Brian Landes 

The Dow Chemical Company 

989-638-7059 

BGLandes@dow.com 
 

Jason Lyons (2017 TPC) (Sr. Sen.) 

Arkema Inc. 

610-878-6604 

jason.lyons@arkema.com 
 

Pierre Moulinie 

Covestro 

412-777-2332 

pierre.moulinie@covestro.com 
 

Rajen Patel 

The Dow Chemical Company 

979-238-2254 

rmpatel@dow.com 
 

Hoang Pham (Sr. Sen.) 

Avery Dennison Corporation 

440-534-6386 

Hoang.Pham@averydennison.com 
 

Sreekumar Pisharath 
Energetics Research Institute, Nan-
yang Technological University 
65-65921808 
Sreekumar@ntu.edu.sg 
 

 

 

TREASURER 

Emmett Crawford 

Eastman Chemical Company 

423-229-1621 

ecrawford@eastman.com 
 

COUNCILOR 

Mridula (Babli) Kapur 

The Dow Chemical Company 

979-238-5684 

mkapur@dow.com 
 

 

Paul Rothweiler 

Aspen Research Corporation 

651-341-5427 

paul.rothweiler@aspenresearch.com 
 

Daniel Schmidt 

University of Massachusetts at Lowell  

978-934-3451  

Daniel_Schmidt@uml.edu 
 

Duane Simonson 

US Naval Research Laboratory 

703-200-5806 

d3podd@gmail.com 
 

Oomman Thomas 

tomoomman@icloud.com 
 

John Trent (Sr. Sen.) 

S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc 

262-260-4943 

jstrent@scj.com 
 

(Josh) Shing-Chung Wong (Sr. Sen.) 

University of Akron 

330-612-1149 

swong@uakron.edu 
 

Sharon Wu 

The Dow Chemical Company 

979-238-2604 

XSWu@dow.com 



Congratulations to Yijian Lin from the Dow Chemical Company,  
selected as ANTEC 2016 Best Paper 










