
 

 
 

                                      VINYL WINS GOLD AGAIN 
 

 
 

               MARYELLEN COX ACCEPTS GOLD PINNACLE AWARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP GRANT 
           WINNERS 
 
 
 
Christopher Schiefer 
 
Ohio State University 
 
Chemical Engineering  
 
       Winner of the 
Don Witenhafer Scholarship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lindsay Smith 
 
Bridgewater College 
 
Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Schiefer 
 
University of Cincinnati 
 
Physical Therapy 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angelica Wypart 
 
Hillsborough CC 
 
PreMed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samantha Van Veen 
 
Ontario College of Art and Design 
 
Industrial Design 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOD Meeting – April 28, 2014 
Las Vegas, NV ANTEC 2014 

 
Attendees 
Bill Arendt    Dave Peeples 
Maryellen Cox    Rhonda Rogers  
Laurant Matuana   Tom Tettamble 
Emily McBride   Bob Weiler 
Sylvia Moore    Roman Wypart 
Dave Owen    Burch Zehner 
    
1. Approval of minutes from 2012 Vinyltec  
 Approved 
 
2. Councilor’s Report 
Bill Arendt reported on yesterday’s meetings – summary attached 
 
3. Committee Reports 
 
 Awards  

1. Vinyltec 2013 - “Best Paper” – Jim Summers 
2. ANTEC 2014 – “Best Paper” – Sean Fowler 
3. ANTEC 2014 -  “Best Student Paper” – Ian Query 
4. ANTEC 2014 – Student Advisor – Bill Arendt 
5. ANTEC 2014 – Weinberg Award – Dr. Xianlong Ge 

 
 Education – Vinyl Division Family Scholarships 

Christopher Schiefer, Lauren Schiefer, Lindsay Smith, Samantha Van Veen & Angelica Wypart – 
awarded $2500 for 2013 

 Motion Bill & 2nd Rhonda 
 

Communication with Colleges & Universities – Laurent & Emily agreed to issue ANTEC 
information to the colleges & universities in early May. 

 
 Technical Contributions to Vinyl – Paul Daniels 
 Outstanding Service Award – Sylvia Moore 
 
 SPE Awards 

Fellow - Laurent Matuana was approved for 2014. 
Bob Paradis to be resubmitted with new letters of recommendation from Sylvia Moore and one of 
the Vinyl Division Fellows. 
Honored Service Member – Roman Wypart (Sylvia & Rhonda to coordinate application.) 

 
 Membership – 600 active members as of February 2013 
 

Newsletter Update  
A. First 2014 newsletter already issued 
B. SPE Communications Excellence Award – Randy Brown & Dick Grossman combined 

to complete application 
C. Sponsors need to be contacted 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 TPC Update Emily reported: 
 

2013 Vinyltec - ~150+ attendees; ~$18,000 for Division; new TPC members: Bill Kuhn, 
Tony DiMaio, Krista Gonzalez, Kasper Van Veen, Tara Smith  
ANTEC 2014 – Tuesday’s joint sessions are ready as is the Joint wine & cheese 
reception, scheduled for Tuesday evening 
2014 Vinyltec – Indianapolis, IN – progressing - reduced presentations to 20 minutes to 
accommodate more papers.  

  2015 ANTEC – Orlando with NPE 
  2015 Vinyltec – Akron 
  2016 ANTEC - Indianapolis 
  2016 Vinyltec – New Jersey 

 2017 Vinyltec – South Texas  
 
Treasurer 
                    Checking account   $ 16,489 
                    Savings account         20,837 
                    Investments              137,368 
 

 
4. Scholarships in Honor of Don Witenhafer & Al Whitney  
A. Al Whitney – Best Student Paper - $1000 – Ian Query 
B. Vinyl Division Member’s Child – Grant - $1000 – To be selected 
 
5. Pinnacle Award 
The Division received Gold for 2014.  Maryellen Cox submitted the application and accepted the award. 
 
6. SPE Communications Excellence Award 
The Division received an SPE Communications Excellence Award – Notable Achiever for 2014.  Randy 
Brown submitted the application & Dave Peeples accepted the award. 
 
7. Elections 
BOD elections will be held in May.  Alan Gibb, Rhonda Rogers, Tom Tettamble & Bob Weiler will stand 
for election for 3-year terms – 4 openings. 
 
8. PlastiVan 
BOD voted (motion – Bill & 2nd Tom) to donate $1000. 
 
9. Adjournment   Motion – Tom, 2nd – Maryellen  
                                Meeting adjourned 
 
  

                                                    
                                                                  PlastiVan 
 



 
 

             Vinyltec 2014 Will Be Outstanding! 

 
 

                      
 

                                 Dave Peeples accepts Communication Award 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Vinyl Plastics Division Councilor’s Report 
Spring Council Meeting, April 26 and 27, 2014 

 
On April 26 and 27, 2014 I attended the Council meetings in Las Vegas. Specifically, on 
behalf of the Vinyl Plastics Division I attended the following: 

 Sections Meeting 
 Divisions Meeting 
 Council Committee of the Whole (CCOW) 
 Council I (Last Council meeting of the 2013 – 2014 Administration) 
 Council II (First Council meeting of the 2014 – 2015 Administration) 
  

Below are notes from these meetings: 
 
Sections Meeting 
 
I will admit that this meeting was somewhat of a downer. We have to abandon about 70 
student sections for lack of activity. Also we recommended to Council deactivate two 
sections, the Toledo and Rochester sections. (I guess too many members were 
interested in Mud Hen games instead of SPE.) 
 
Division Meeting 
 
This division meeting was significantly different than the last one. We have a new chair 
and he ran a very good meeting. We are working on making this committee relevant. So 
below are the topics discussed: 

 It was suggested that Divisions should have an annual financial audit. This to keep 
the books correct.  

 TopCon overlap is a significant issue for some Divisions. Currently headquarters 
schedules. Dates will be on a first come first serve basis. Need to check with 
headquarters before sign contracts. Also discussed: 

o Guidelines for running one 
o Use of the website 
o Scheduling as started above 

 On line  
 There will be a new TopCon committee but 

o Not for councilors as has been in the past 
o The TopCon Chairs (two years out) will be the voting members. This is in the 

operating plan for 2014-2015 plan. 
 Focus on education 

o Webinars 
o Short tutorials 
o Training for modern methods of communications 

 Divisions key in providing member value – benefits 
 Organization structures studied and feed back desired 



 
 
 
We elected a vice chair, Austin Coffey. Two new SIGs were announced: 3D printing and 
Additives. 
 
Council Committee of the Whole 
 
I requested a time slot at this meeting to discuss the issues that the raised by the Vinyl 
BOD. The chair was not willing to add to the agenda. It appears that the new payment 
structure is now carved in stone.  
Topics discussed: 

 Maybe have assistant treasurers to audit the treasurer? For Sections and 
Divisions? Divisions should have an audit every year.  

 What is purpose of CCOW? – It is a way for any councilor to discuss topics of 
concern without the rigid structure of the Council. This will help the process of 
understanding controversy and to air out before the Council meets. Ideas can be 
brought out.  

 Should we not combine the Sections, Divisions, and CCOW meetings. Seems like a 
lot of redundancy and this may be a better approach.  

 Detroit section best practice – Made plastic toys for Christmas gifts. Did 30,000 last 
year and it did not cost. Donations.  

 Discussed issues with the SPE website. Not as user friendly as desired.  
 Also discussed Internet only membership. Make it free? Will discuss more.  
 Next Council meeting will be in New Orleans, Sept 13 and 14 (Saturday and 

Sunday) 
 
Council I Meeting 
 
 President’s message – Reviewed year. Down to 13,500 members! But changes to 

system should help change that. Appeal to younger professionals with apps, etc 
 Financial update – We are scheduled to lose $80,000 this year, but are ahead of 

budget positive at the time. We have a new auditor and there have been some new 
issues. When finished there will be a review.   

 ITC update – Can use the services of the SPE on sections or division website 
creation. A microsite on the SPE site can be created for about 3 to 10K. Videos can be 
produced for about 2 to 3 K each. 

 The Chain is being created. It is called Connecting Plastics Professionals. It will be a 
virtual community and will start in Nov of 2014. 

 Bylaws and Policies 
o Change on how sections are abandoned was accepted 
o Policy 31 on intellectual property was adopted. I encourage all to read.  

 
Council II 
 

 New president practiced his message for the business meeting 
 Appointed officers and chairs were seated 
 2014-2015 Operating plan presented 



 Wim Devos gave a presentation his desired changes to the governance of SPE. 
This was based on the book, Race for Relavance: 

 
o Total overhaul of current governance and committees 
o Empower CEO 
o Enhance staff 
o Rationalize goals 
o Overhaul 

 5 person board 
 Selection criteria for BOD membership, based on preset qualifiers 
 The new BOD makes the decisions 
 Different role and activities for Council 
  

There was a significant push on these changes. I will be honest I do not believe this will 
be a good direction for the SPE. Yes we will need to modernize but to me this will no 
longer be my organization, but will become a corporate entity. Other rules to restrict 
Councilors will become reality. We as Vinyl division will need to discuss these things. 
 
Questions? Let me know. 
Bill Arendt, Vinyl Division Councilor 



                    
 



                         
                                         The PlastiVan Program 
 
The PlastiVan Program is a great way to interest and excite young people about the 
science of, and vast opportunity in, plastics. It travels to schools and companies 
throughout North America, reaching people of all ages with plastics chemistry, history, 
processing, manufacturing, sustainability and applications. The program is easily 
integrated into the school curriculum. PlastiVan provides sound science and educational 
programs that spark scientific curiosity in students, while increasing general knowledge of 
the contribution of plastics to modern life. Programs include Middle School Lab, High 
School Lab and Hands-On Chemistry. For more information, contact Marjorie Weiner at 
mweiner@4spe.org or 1-978-618-5496. 
 

                                                         



 
 
   

 
 

    Dave Peeples accepts Award for the Vinyl Division as a Gold Sponsor of 
                                the Student Activities Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                

                          
 
 



 
 

                             
 

                  
 
 



 

                                    
 

                   
 
                       
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 

                      
 
 

                  
 
 
 



 

                                    

                                   



 

       
 

                                   Vinyl Division enjoying ANTEC 
 
 
 
 
                                             VINYL PLASTICS DIVISION 
 
Officers 
 
Dave Peeples, Chairman                                                  225-354-8237 
   Formosa Plastics Corp.                            wpeeples@flbr.fpcusa.com 
 
Maryellen Cox, President-Elect/Secretary                        401-725-8000 
   Teknor Apex                                                mecox@teknorapex.com 
 
David P. Owen, Past Chairman                                        281-884-4451 
   BASF Corp.                                                     david.owen@basf.com 
 
Roman Wypart, Treasurer                                                610-476-3278 
   Klockner Pentaplast                                         r.wypart@kpfilms.com 
 
Bill Arendt, Councilor                                                        847-362-6751 
   Emerald Kalama Chemical     william.arendt@emeraldmaterials.com 
 
Emily McBride, Technical Program Chair                         360-673-0277 
   Emerald Kalama Chemical     emily.mcbride@emeraldmaterials.com 
 



 
Directors 
 
Randy Brown, Director                                                     570-336-4218 
   Kydex, LLC                                                         iplasticpi@zoho.com 
 
Alan Gibb, Director, Awards Chairman                            450-460-4488 
   Reinier Plastics                                               alangibb@hotmail.com 
 
Dick Grossman, Editor                                                     302-571-1005 
   Consultant                                                            groley@verizon.net 
 
Michael Jacupka, Director                                               330-365-3684 
   Dover Chemical                                      mjacupka@doverchem.com 
 
Laurent Matuana, Director                                               517-353-4616 
   Michigan State University                                    Matuana@msu.edu 
 
Gary Mitchener, Director                                                 317-290-5007 
   Addenda                           garymitchener@addendacorporation.com 
 
Sylvia Moore, Director                                                     330-618-8666 
   Shintech                                                         symoore@earthlink.net 
 
Ed Raymond, Director, Education Chairman                   802-492-3578 
   Omya                                                           ed.raymond@omya.com 
 
 
Rhonda Rogers, Director                                                281-834-2368 
   ExxonMobil                                  rhonda.e.rogers@exxonmobil.com 
 
Jim Summers, Director, Assoc. Editor JVAT                   440-835-1966 
   P3 Consultants                                             jws1966@ameritech.net 
 
Tom Tettamble, Director                                                  314-725-2600 
   Byk USA                                                   tom.tettamble@altana.com 
 
Robert Weiler, Director                                                     330-283-9024 
   Amfine                                                                  rweiler@amfine.net 
 
Burch Zehner, Director                                                      614-754-3241 
   Timbertech                                                  bzehner@timbertech.com 
 
 
 
                                        


