
Society of Plastics Engineers

Medical Plastics Division

Newsletter

August / September 2018

GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division Members:

I would like to welcome everyone to the Fall Edition

of the newsletter. I have been on the MPD board

for several years and is a great honor to serve as

your Chair this year. I would like to thank Pierre

Moulinie for his service as the Chair for the last two years.

2018 Board of Directors election results were declared and we have

elected five board members for three-year term and nominated three

board members for one year term appointment. We have a wonderful and

a dedicated team of board members that are the backbone of the division.

I would like to welcome members from the division to reach out to me if

you are interested to volunteer and support any of our committees.

The board has been busy with planning several events for this year which

are summarized in this newsletter. I would like to highlight a couple of

them which includes the MiniTec Conference in collaboration with the

Southern California Section in Anaheim on February 4, 2019; and ANTEC

2019 in Detroit on March 18-21, 2019. We had a great ANTEC 2018 as

shown in the newsletter, and would encourage everyone to submit papers

for ANTEC 2019 so that we have another stellar meeting with excellent

technical programming. Please contact our Technical Programming

Chairs to submit papers.
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

I would also like to highlight an initiative that is being planned by our

Education Committee. Webinars are an excellent way to communicate

technical information to our members, and the committee is planning to

begin a series of webinars for this year. Please reach out to the Education

Committee if anyone is interested in presenting a webinar.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge PolyOne and Eastman for their

sponsorship of our newsletter. These contributions support our division to

put forth excellent technical programs for our members.

Thank you for your membership and look forward to your contributions to

make our division stronger.

At your service,

Vipul

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com



Suneel Bandi, Evonik

• Technical Programming & Communications 
Committees

Victoria Nawaby, Patina Solutions

• Education Committee Co-Chair

Anil Mahapatro, Wichita State 
University

• Technical Programming & Awards 
Committees

2018-2019  MPD Board Appointments (1-year terms)
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Michael Wallick, Invibio

• Awards Committee Co-Chair

Bhavin Shah, Tepha

• Member

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2019
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Ravishankar Ayyar, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Membership co-chair & Awards co-chair

Ed Fewkes, Corning

• Membership co-chair

Ajay Padsalgikar, Abbott

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program 
Committee

Louis Somlai, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Communications Chair; Newsletter Editor

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2020
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Ali Ashter, Getinge Group

• Vice Chair; Treasurer / Finance Committee

Margie Hanna, Czuba Enterprises

• Member - Finance Committee

Ned LeMaster, DuPont

• Secretary; Technical Program – Webinars

Maureen Reitman, Exponent

• Member – Technical Program Committee & 
Awards Committee

Amin Sedighiamiri, Eli Lilly & 
Company

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program Committee

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2021
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Vipul Davé, Johnson & Johnson

• Division Chair

Pierre Moulinié, Covestro

• Past Chair

Len Czuba, Czuba Enterprises

• Councilor

Kathy Schacht, SPE

• SPE Liaison

7

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com
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MEDICAL PLASTICS DIVISION COMMITTEES

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Division Chair

Vipul Davé (‘19)

Vice-Chair

Ali Ashter (‘21)

• Education Committee Oversight

• Membership Committee 

Oversight

Past Chair

Pierre Moulinié

• Awards Committee 

Oversight

• Assistant Treasurer

• Nominating Committee

Technical Committee

Director: Vipul Dave (’19)
• ANTEC ‘19 co-TPCs :  

• Ajay Padsalgikar (’20); Amin 

Sedighiamiri (‘21)

• Webinars Lead: Ned LeMaster (‘21)

• Members: Maureen Reitman (‘21);

• Suneel Bandi (‘19); Anil Mahapatro

(‘19)

Secretary

Ned LeMaster (’21)

Councilor

Len Czuba (’21)

Education Committee

• Co-Chair: Pierre Moulinié

• Co-Chair: Victoria Nawaby (‘19)

Communications 

Committee

Chair:  Louis Somlai (’20)

• Newsletter: Louis Somlai (‘20) 

• Marketing and Outreach: 

Suneel Bandi (‘19) 

• Historian: Vacant

Membership Committee

• Co-Chair: Ed Fewkes (’20)

• Co-Chair: Ravi Ayyar (‘20) 

• Members: Suneel Bandi 

(‘19)

Awards Committee

• Co-Chair: Michael Wallick (’19)

• Co-chair:  Ravishankar Ayyar  

(’20)

• Member: Anil Mahapatro (‘19)

Finance Committee

Chair:  Bhavin Shah (’19)

• Treasurer: Ali Ashter (’21)

• MPD Chair: Vipul Davé (‘19)

• Ass’t Treasurer: Pierre Moulinié

• Members: Margie Hanna (’21);

• Michael Teahan 
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2017-2018 Society of Plastics Engineers – Medical Plastics Division

Gold Pinnacle Award Winners

The SPE Pinnacle Award recognizes Sections & Divisions that work to create

and deliver member value in four categories of achievement:

• Organization: Maintaining compliance with Section/Division organizational

guidelines & policies.

• Technical Programming: Providing quality technical programming to

members.

• Membership: Developing and implementing plans that result in annual

membership growth.

• Communication: Communicating effectively with members about SPE

offerings and events to foster a sense of community and allow members to

respond.

Pinnacle – Gold is awarded to Sections and Divisions who, in addition to

meeting Silver criteria, demonstrate superior performance in the Gold

achievement categories

The Pinnacle program was established in 2005 to recognize Sections and

Divisions that successfully create and deliver member value during year.

Special thanks to Bhavin Shah for coordinating our submission!

AWARDS NEWS

Visit the SPE Chain for updates on the 2019 Pinnacle Award



Greetings fellow MPD Members!

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter! I

appreciate your efforts to help me improve this

communication tool; again please keep the feedback

coming my way: somlai_louis@lilly.com

Inside this edition of the newsletter you will find a few snapshots from

our recent combined ANTEC – NPE conference (Thanks Vipul, Len,

and Pierre for snapping a few pictures). The conference featured

extensive and in-depth technical content and discussion through

several morning and afternoon sessions; one of the best technical

programs to date. The joint injection molding & medical plastics division

injection molding panel discussion: “Part Process” Development and

Validation for Multiple Machines was standing room only.

Regarding upcoming events I would like to highlight two: MD&M West

and our very own SPE MiniTec (jointly hosted between the MPD and

SoCal division). The 2019 MiniTec event will be held in Anaheim on

Monday February 4th 2019 (just prior to the MD&M West show starting

February 5th; more details to follow in the 4Q2018 newsletter).

We continue to seek firms interested in advertising in our newsletter.

Your board has recognized the need to increase fundraising for the

division so we have renewed our efforts towards this funding avenue

and sponsorship. If you are aware of a firm or organization that would

benefit from advertising in our newsletter please let them and me know.

Best regards,

Louis

GREETINGS FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR

mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com


Sponsors…

We are seeking Sponsor Display Ads for our Award-winning Division

Newsletter! To show your support of the Society of Plastics Engineers

and in particular, the Medical Plastics Division, please consider taking

part in this important communication support effort.

Sizes Available (Full year amount, i.e. 3 issues)

Full page $1,250

Half page $750

Quarter page $400

Eighth page $250

LISTED ADVERTISING PRICES REPRESENT A 50% DISCOUNT

IN EFFECT UNTIL DEC 31, 2018 

ACT NOW!!!

The newsletter, as scheduled, is prepared and circulated three times

per year (plus the occasional 4th or bonus issue). Every Medical

Plastics Division member receives a copy emailed directly to their

listed address. Additional copies are also circulated (via the Chain) in

our continuing effort to reach new and prospective members and other

interested individuals.

To show your support please contact Louis Somlai at 317.209.4719

(email: somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Thank-you for your support!
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS
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Want to Advertise?
Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
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Want to Advertise?
Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
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Council Meeting Summary – ANTEC 2018

SPE Council Meetings were held on Sunday, May 6,

2018 in Orlando Florida. These meetings were the

unofficial kickoff for ANTEC 2018. In attendance on

behalf of the Medical Plastics Division were Margie

Hanna (Councilor for European Medical Polymers

Division), and Ned LeMaster (Proxy for Len Czuba Councilor for MPD).

The meetings were broken into two sessions, Council I and Council II,

which took place in the morning and afternoon respectively.

VP Brian Landes covered the Pinnacle Awards during the Council I

session, where the Medical Plastics Division was recognized for

earning the Pinnacle Gold Award. In addition, MPD’s Louis Somlai was

recognized for winning the Communication Award at this time. A

financial review was also held during this session, where VP Jeremy

Dworshak outlined a budget that reflected a small loss for the year for

SPE.

During Council II, Councilor Margie Hanna nominated Mridula (Babli)

Kapur as Council Committee of the Whole (CCOW) Chair, and the

nomination was upheld with a vote to elect Babli Kapur as Chair. Also

during this session, Chief Staff Executive (CSE) Pat Farrey explained a

new variable chapter dues process for membership. However, this was

eventually overturned by the Councilors primarily due to concern that it

would lead to a decrease in section membership. CSE Farrey also

reviewed his top 4 priorities for SPE as the following: Technology,

ANTEC, Staffing, and Profitability.

More information such as the presentations, data, and proceedings for

both can be found on the Chain under Leadership Lane (Note: you

must be logged in to access). Charleston, SC will be the home of the

next Council Meetings on September 21st – 22nd of this calendar year.

COUNCILOR’S REPORT
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Medical Plastics Division Councilor 3Q2018 Report

SPE activities have been slow this summer but we as

Council, are planning to meet at the end of

September. You well know that the planning for the

early (March) ANTEC in Detroit is well underway.

Deadlines, for session presentations, award nominations and committee

meetings are approaching 2 months sooner than in a normally scheduled

ANTEC year. Boards and all division members are asked to move early

and quickly on any activity planned for ANTEC 2019.

The other item of note is that we are moving forward with our 2nd annual

MiniTec in Anaheim with the Southern California Section on Monday,

February 4th, before the MD&M West show opens that Tuesday. We will

again plan the event in the same general area of the Anaheim

Convention Center so make your plans early. And if you or your

colleagues would like to participate as a speaker, we ae accepting paper

submissions for committee review. We hope to have the program with

up to 14 speakers finalized by the MDM Minneapolis on Halloween.

Finally, the Medical Plastics Division has an active and vital board of

directors that is working to meet the needs of our division members. We

welcome feedback and suggestions on how we as your board can better

meet the needs of you, your colleagues and your company. Please let

us know. I welcome your questions or comments.

Len Czuba

Medical Plastics Division (D-36) Councilor

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com



Do you have questions about the Treasurer Report?

Please email Ali Ashter

ashter2000@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT – Ali Ashter

Last Updated September 14, 2018
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

ANTEC 2018 - The Plastics Conference: The SPE Annual Technical

Conference was held in Orlando, FL May 6th-10th 2018 (jointly with

NPE 2018). ANTEC had over 1,300 attendees and ~130 vendors.
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE Gold Pinnacle Award 2018:

The MPD was awarded at SPE Gold Pinnacle Award for 2018.

Represented left  right: Margie Hanna, Maureen Reitman,

Ravishankar Ayyar, Vipul Davé, Brian Grady, Amin Sedighiamiri, and

Louis Somlai
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE MPD Morning Technical Session: Steve Maxson (Fermatex)

giving a presentation “Design Variables That Influence Mechanical

Properties of Braid Reinforced Plastics”
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

Catching up with friends and making new friends (LR): Sarah

Clark, Amin Sedighiamiri, Vipul Davé, Ravi Ayyer, and Louis Somlai
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

Panel Discussion: “Part Process” Development and Validation for

for Multiple Machines
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

Panel Discussion: “Part Process” Development and Validation for

for Multiple Machines

Panel Discussion Members (left  right): Maureen Reitman

(moderator), Ed Valley (Nypro/Jabil), Rod Brown (Lilly), Sue Tucker

(Johnson & Johnson), Scott Scully (Terumo), Matt Therrien (RJG

Inc), and Paul Robinson (ASCS).
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE MPD Afternoon Technical Session: Keynote Speaker Sarah

Clark (Eli Lilly & Company) giving a presentation on “Opportunities

and Obstacles for Plastic Primary Packaging in Drug Delivery

Devices”
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE BOD Business Meeting & Dinner: To start the meeting off Pierre

Moulinié (left) officially hands-off the chair role to Vipul Davé (right)

and assumes the role of past chair. Thanks for your leadership and

service Pierre!
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE BOD Business Meeting & Dinner (LR):

Vipul Davé, Maureen Reitmann, and Margie Hanna
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE BOD Business Meeting & Dinner (LR):

Amin Sedighiamiri, Sarah Clark (guest), and Pierre Moulinié
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE BOD Business Meeting & Dinner (LR):

Ajay Padsalgikar, Ian Pierson (guest), Ravishankar Ayyer, and

Louis Somlai
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Check out what you missed…

ANTEC 2018

SPE BOD Business Meeting & Dinner (LR):

Ajay Padsalgikar and Len Czuba
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Focusing on the world of outsourcing for medical device

manufacturing coupled with a keen awareness of innovation in the

space, Medical Product Outsourcing’s conference series—the MPO

Summit—has provided the medtech industry with the most

comprehensive programs for more than 10 years. These highly

informative symposiums address critical issues impacting multiple

stakeholders within the industry. In 2018, the MPO Summit arrives in

Colorado—home to the sixth largest medical device sector according

to the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International

Trade. Graciously hosted by the Omni Interlocken Resort, this year’s

Summit will simultaneously highlight the appeal of the region for

medtech while tackling a number of the most significant issues for

today’s medical device companies.

Against the backdrop of such an impressive location, this interactive

networking and educational event will partner local experts with out-

of-state industry thought leaders—OEMs, contract manufacturers,

suppliers, consultants, members of the investment community, and

academia—for a unique forum to discuss critical industry topics and

offer tools to compete and grow in today’s challenging business

climate.

Meaningful Conferences & News from our industry to you
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UPCOMING EVENTS

‘Part Process’ Development and Validation for Multiple Machines

A group of medical device original equipment manufacturers (OEMs)

set out to discover a more efficient part process development and

validation process for injection molding that can be transferable. They

executed a real-world “proof of concept” event and formally

documented their results. Traditionally, a part must be re-validated

every time the mold is going to run in a different machine, especially

in high-precision applications that are found in medical devices. This

costs millions of dollars a year and sometimes leads to weeks or

months of machine downtime, leading to lost revenue for both the

OEM and molder. By creating a “Part Process,” molders are able to

replicate transferable plastic conditions that eliminate the need to 100

percent re-validate the tool every time it is moved to a new machine.

Using a reduced PQ verification run, molders can save millions and

reduce risk based on the confirmation of repeatable statistical results.

In preparation, click here to learn more by reading the MPO article

and downloading the white paper at the end.

MPO Summit 2018 Guest SME Panel
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MPO Summit 2018 Guest SME Panel
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MPO Summit 2018 Guest SME Panel
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MPO Summit 2018 Guest SME Panel
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Deadline has passed. 

Speaker submissions 

no longer accepted
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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The Plastics Technology Conference

Today's Ideas at ANTEC are Tomorrow's Innovations in Plastics

ANTEC®, produced by the SPE-Inspiring Plastics Professionals, is the 

largest, most respected and well known technical conference in the 

plastics industry. It's where classroom theory connects with real world 

solutions.

Why should you attend?

ANTEC boasts 550+ technical and business papers on new and 

updated technologies, 60+ marketing presentations, 2 days of 

Packaging, Building & Construction, & Transportation megatrends 

sessions, panels and tutorials, networking events and student 

functions-all providing attendees with face-to-face interaction with 

expert representatives from the largest industry segments.

Who Should Attend?

Engineers, R&D Scientists, Technicians, Technical Sales & Support, 

Academics, Students, Managers, along with any plastics professional 

that could benefit from networking and learning about the latest 

innovations and how it relates to their work or company.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October 19, 2018


