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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division Members:

Welcome to our newsletter!

I would like to call your attention to three important

topics in this communication.

All members should have received an email from the SPE HQ for our

Board of Director election which is currently under way. We have eight

outstanding candidates in the ballot. Please review their biographies

and cast your vote today! This is a great opportunity to get involved in

the future of our division.

We have partnered with SPE’s Southern California Division for a

technical symposium on Medical Plastics on February 4 in Anaheim, CA,

during the MD&M show. Please do not miss this learning opportunity

and register today to attend the event.

A summary of our division’s technical program during ANTEC 2019 is

provided in the newsletter. Our technical programming committee has

worked hard to review and select the best papers for the meeting.

Please register for ANTEC to attend these presentations and meet other

members for a great networking opportunity.
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

Finally, I would like to thank PolyOne for their sponsorship and would

like to invite other organizations to support the Medical Plastics Division.

Please send me note if you have any suggestions to make our division

stronger.

At your service,

Vipul

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com

Continued from the previous page…



Suneel Bandi, Evonik

• Technical Programming & Communications 
Committees

Victoria Nawaby, Patina Solutions

• Education Committee Co-Chair

Anil Mahapatro, Wichita State 
University

• Technical Programming & Awards 
Committees

2018-2019  MPD Board Appointments (1-year terms)
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Michael Wallick, Invibio

• Awards Committee Co-Chair

Bhavin Shah, Tepha

• Member

Why not you?

• Member

Why not your colleague?

• Member

Looking for volunteers

• Member

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2019
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in running for the upcoming election?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com



Ravishankar Ayyar, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Membership co-chair & Awards co-chair

Ed Fewkes, Corning

• Membership co-chair

Ajay Padsalgikar, DSM

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program 
Committee

Louis Somlai, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Communications Chair; Newsletter Editor

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2020
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Ali Ashter, Getinge Group

• Vice Chair; Treasurer / Finance Committee

Margie Hanna, Czuba Enterprises

• Member - Finance Committee

Ned LeMaster, DuPont

• Secretary; Technical Program – Webinars

Maureen Reitman, Exponent

• Member – Technical Program Committee & 
Awards Committee

Amin Sedighiamiri, Eli Lilly & 
Company

• ANTEC 2019 Technical Program Committee

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2021
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MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Vipul Davé, Johnson & Johnson

• Division Chair

Pierre Moulinié, Covestro

• Past Chair

Len Czuba, Czuba Enterprises

• Councilor

Kathy Schacht, SPE

• SPE Liaison

7

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com
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MEDICAL PLASTICS DIVISION COMMITTEES

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Division Chair

Vipul Davé (‘19)

Vice-Chair

Ali Ashter (‘21)

• Education Committee Oversight

• Membership Committee 

Oversight

Past Chair

Pierre Moulinié

• Awards Committee 

Oversight

• Assistant Treasurer

• Nominating Committee

Technical Committee

Director: Vipul Dave (’19)
• ANTEC ‘19 co-TPCs :  

• Ajay Padsalgikar (’20); Amin 

Sedighiamiri (‘21)

• Webinars Lead: Ned LeMaster (‘21)

• Members: Maureen Reitman (‘21);

• Suneel Bandi (‘19); Anil Mahapatro

(‘19)

Secretary

Ned LeMaster (’21)

Councilor

Len Czuba (’21)

Education Committee

• Co-Chair: Pierre Moulinié

• Co-Chair: Victoria Nawaby (‘19)

Communications 

Committee

Chair:  Louis Somlai (’20)

• Newsletter: Louis Somlai (‘20) 

• Marketing and Outreach: 

Suneel Bandi (‘19) 

• Historian: Vacant

Membership Committee

• Co-Chair: Ed Fewkes (’20)

• Co-Chair: Ravi Ayyar (‘20) 

• Members: Suneel Bandi 

(‘19)

Awards Committee

• Co-Chair: Michael Wallick (’19)

• Co-chair:  Ravishankar Ayyar  

(’20)

• Member: Anil Mahapatro (‘19)

Finance Committee

Chair:  Bhavin Shah (’19)

• Treasurer: Ali Ashter (’21)

• MPD Chair: Vipul Davé (‘19)

• Ass’t Treasurer: Pierre Moulinié

• Members: Margie Hanna (’21);

• Michael Teahan 



Greetings fellow MPD Members!

Welcome to the latest edition of our award winning

newsletter! I appreciate your efforts to help me

improve this communication tool; please send

feedback my way: somlai_louis@lilly.com

ANTEC2019 is just around the corner, which means time for elections!

Within this 1Q2019 newsletter you will find eight excellent candidates

seeking to volunteer for five open board positions. A separate email

notice to the MPD membership has already come out and electronic

polls will close this Friday 01FEB2019. Please email me if you did not

receive a ballot!

Serving on the BOD is a volunteer position and requires you to attend

monthly meetings, committee service, and attending our annual MPD

face to face board of directors meeting at ANTEC. We are also seeking

SPE MPD members in good standing who might be interested in serving

on specific committees (finance, education, membership, and awards); if

interested, please reach out directly to me (somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Regarding my last communication on our SPE MPD Twitter presence:

my apologies for the typo, but our SPE MPD twitter feed can be found at:

@SPE_MPD; Twitter users check it out!

Finally, a big thank you to PolyOne Corporation for their continued

sponsorship in 2019. Your board has recognized the need to increase

fundraising for the division so we have renewed our efforts towards this

funding avenue and sponsorship. If you are aware of a firm or

organization that would benefit from advertising in our newsletter please

let them and me know.

Best regards,

Louis

GREETINGS FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com 9

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com
mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS



Sponsors…

We are seeking Sponsor Display Ads for our Award-winning Division

Newsletter! To show your support of the Society of Plastics Engineers

and in particular, the Medical Plastics Division, please consider taking

part in this important communication support effort.

Sizes Available (Full year amount, i.e. 3 issues)

Full page $1,250

Half page $750

Quarter page $400

Eighth page $250

LISTED ADVERTISING PRICES REPRESENT A 50% DISCOUNT

IN EFFECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 15, 2019 

ACT NOW!!!

The newsletter, as scheduled, is prepared and circulated three times

per year (plus the occasional 4th or bonus issue). Every Medical

Plastics Division member receives a copy emailed directly to their

listed address. Additional copies are also circulated (via the Chain) in

our continuing effort to reach new and prospective members and other

interested individuals.

To show your support please contact Louis Somlai at 317.209.4719

(email: somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Thank-you for your support!

11

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS
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Medical Plastics Division Councilor Report

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division members,

Our division is in the home stretch preparing for three

wonderful events that we’d like to encourage you to

do all you can to attend.

A MiniTec (a fully packed one-day conference) co-sponsored by the

Medical Plastics Division with the Southern California Section will be held

next week, Monday the 4th of Feb. I hope you get this alert in time to plan

to join us at the Sheraton Convention Center Hotel in Anaheim. See

details on the SPE website under “events”. You can also just click on this

link: https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=4157

Our second involvement is with the MD&M conference program being

held concurrently with the MD&M Expo. We are hosting the Tuesday

track titled “Technical Solutions” beginning at 8:25a. See the conference

website: https://ahm19.mapyourshow.com/7_0/sessions/index.cfm?srch-

type=sessiontrack&srch-query=9&srch-showresults=true I will be

moderating what I am sure will be another exciting program! Join us.

Finally, our ANTEC Technical Program Committee has planned a very full

day of programming on Monday of ANTEC week, i.e. March 18th. Come

support your division, listen to great speakers and learn from those that

are doing it! See the ANTEC technical program for details:

https://www.4spe.org/files/events/2019/ANTEC/2019ANTECInspireProgra

m.pdf

And this year, there will be plenty of fun networking events planned for all!

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Continued on the next page…

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=4157
https://ahm19.mapyourshow.com/7_0/sessions/index.cfm?srch-type=sessiontrack&srch-query=9&srch-showresults=true
https://www.4spe.org/files/events/2019/ANTEC/2019ANTECInspireProgram.pdf
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Your Board members are leading the organizing committees that put

these event on and we would appreciate it you would support these

efforts with your attendance. Hope to see you at one or all of our

programming events!

Stay warm,

Len Czuba (from a cold Chicago!)

Distinguished, Honored Service Fellow of SPE

MPD Councilor 2015 - 2021

Past SPE President 2005 - 2006

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ed Fewkes

fewkesej@corning.com

Continued from the previous page…



Do you have questions about the Treasurer Report?

Please email Ali Ashter

ashter2000@gmail.com

14

TREASURER’S REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT – Ali Ashter

Last Updated January 7, 2019
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George Gorman – Teel Plastics

George started his extensive career in plastics as an

extruder operator making films and nettings associated

with filtration and healthcare markets for Applied

Extrusion Technologies. George held various roles

including Production Lead and Product Development

Technician before segueing into the commercial side of the business.

George held previous strategic sales roles with both PEXCO, and ITW

Medical, prior to joining Teel Plastics. George’s primary responsibility is

business development for extrusions and injection molded thermoplastics

utilized in the medical device market.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Dr. Jennifer Hoffman - AirXpanders

Dr. Jennifer Hoffman is Director of R&D at AirXpanders,

a start-up medical device company that manufactures a

breast tissue expander used in two-stage breast

reconstruction post-mastectomy. She led the design and

development of the current generation device and leads

on-going efforts to improve performance, reduce scrap/COGS, and

ensure regulatory compliance. Prior to AirXpanders, Dr. Hoffman was a

polymer consultant with Exponent Failure Analysis Associates for 12 years

where she provided product development support for industrial clients and

technical expertise for product liability cases. Jennifer has been actively

involved on several professional society boards and as a Volunteer Team

Leader for Second Harvest Food Bank for the past decade. Dr. Hoffman

is currently SPE Golden Gate Section Councilor and Treasurer (past-

President), Failure Analysis & Prevention Special Interest Group

(FAPSIG) Best Paper Award Chair (past TPC/Chair), and a Golden Gate

Polymer Forum Director. Dr. Hoffman earned her Bachelor's in Materials

Science and Engineering from the University of Michigan and Ph.D. in

Materials Engineering Science from Virginia Tech.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Yubiao Liu, PhD – Eastman Chemical Company

Yubiao Liu, Ph.D., is the global technical platform lead in

specialty plastics medical device segment at Eastman

Chemical Company, in Kingsport, Tenn., USA. Liu

supports medical customers globally with a greater focus

on developing new products to address previously unmet

needs for medical device housings and electronics. With

over 13 years of experience in the medical industry specialized in polymer

synthesis and material evaluation, Liu is an authority in the field.

He joined Eastman in 2012 specializing in Tritan™ copolyester for

applications in the medical device industry. Prior to his time at Eastman, in

2006 Liu was a research scientist at Greatbatch Medical, working on the

development of biomimetic coating and on an antimicrobial coating. He

earned a bachelor’s degree in material science and engineering from

USTC in China, and a doctorate in chemistry from the University of Akron.

He has 15 peer reviewed publications and holds 5 US patents.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Anil Mahapatro – Wichita State University

Anil Mahapatro, is an Associate Professor in the department of

Biomedical Engineering at Wichita State University, Wichita, KS.

Anil Mahapatro holds a BE (Bachelors of Engineering) in Polymer

Engineering (University of Pune, India), MS in Polymer Science

and Technology (University of Manchester, United Kingdom) and

a PhD in Materials Chemistry from Polytechnic University,

Brooklyn, NY, USA and a Post-Doctoral Fellowship (Biomedical

Engineering) from University of Texas at San-Antonio. Dr. Mahapatro is a

Professional Engineer (PE) and a Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and

Technology (FIET).

Dr. Mahapatro’ s research efforts have focused on developing novel biomaterials for

clinical relevant applications. Current research projects in his laboratory include:

development of novel polymeric biomaterials for 3D printing, biodegradable metallic

implants for cardiovascular stents and fracture fixation devices, scaffolds for bone

tissue engineering, multifunctional theranostic biodegradable nanoparticles for

cancer therapy. Dr. Mahapatro has secured external funding over $2.5 million (PI

and collaborative efforts) and has completed several projects in the field of

biomaterials resulting in mentoring of 3 doctoral, 11 masters, and over 30

undergraduate students. He has 58 peer reviewed publications (30 peer reviewed

journal papers, 22 peer reviewed conference papers and 6 book chapters), 3

patents, 2 books (“Biomaterials” and “Polymers for Biomedical Applications”) and

over 50 presentations.

Dr. Mahapatro is currently serving (2018-2019) on the SPE Medical Plastic Division

Board of Directors in the Technical Programming and Awards Committees and

would like to serve the Medical Plastic Division again in these roles. He has held

several leadership positions in the past with American Chemical Society (ACS). He

was the board member of Division of Polymer Chemistry (POLY) [ACS, 2002-2008]

and Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) [ACS, 2004-2009]. He has served as the

chair of Strategic planning subcommittee (YCC, ACS, 2008-2009), Division of

Colloid and Surface Chemistry (symposium chair: Surface Chemistry in Biological &

Medical Applications, 2009-2012). He was the primary symposium organizer of 5

symposiums at ACS national meetings including Biomaterials and Bioengineering

(Fall 2009, ACS National Meeting, Washington, DC) and Polymers for Biomedical

Applications (Fall 2006, ACS national meeting, San Francisco).

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Pierre Moulinié – Covestro

With almost 20 years technical experience with

Polycarbonate resins, Pierre has been Global

Technology Lead for Healthcare at Covestro’s

Polycarbonates Business and serving the Healthcare

market for over 10 years. A Medical Plastics Division

Board member for almost 5 years and the current past-chair, Pierre is

currently helping the Medical Plastics Division be a routine contributor to

SPE’s recent Webinar series.

Pierre has co-authored various ANTEC papers, book chapters and

Journal Articles and Patent Applications over the past 25 years and values

the technical exchanges, networking and re-connecting with old friends

that is possible through Societies like SPE. Being a Division Board

Member is a good way to “give back” and Pierre hopes to extend his time

on the Medical Plastics Division Board.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Arghavan Victoria Nawaby – Patina Solutions

Victoria is a senior member of SPE and has been a part

of the society for 17 years. Since her admission in 2000

she served as a member of the board of directors -

Thermoplastic Materials and Foams division between

2000 and 2010. She obtained her doctorate in Physical

Chemistry from Carleton University (Ottawa, CANADA) in 1999, and her

career in the plastics industry was initiated at the National Research

Council of Canada as an NSERC Postdoctoral Scholar in polymer

physics. She then joined the National Research Council of Canada and

was an Associate Scientist with the council in Ottawa, CANADA between

2000 and 2007 conducting fundamental and industrial research in polymer

– gas systems. In 2006 she was a visiting scientist at the National

Science and Industrial Institute, Tsukuba Science City, JAPAN conducting

fundamental investigations on biopolymers. In late 2007 she joined

Sealed Air Corporation in Dallas - Texas, & Charlotte – North Carolina,

USA as a corporate scientist and was a Technical Project Manager

leading R&D project from infancy to commercialization with product

applications in various markets segments. In March 2018 she joined

Patina Solutions, Dallas Texas, USA as a technical professional and

consultant. She has authored one book chapter, has over 21 refereed

scientific publications, delivered 44 invited & conference presentations,

holds one US and one European patent, and has 2 trade secrets.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Bhavin Shah – Tepha Inc.

I was born in Mumbai, India. I received my B.S. from

Pune University, India (2005) in Polymer Engineering,

M.S. (2008) and Ph.D. (2012) from University of

Massachusetts Lowell in plastics engineering. I

performed my doctoral work focusing on optimization of

injection molding process for Polyhydroxyalkanoate’s. I served as

secretary for Graduate Students Association at UMASS, Lowell. I am also

serving on the SPE MPD board for the current tenure.

Subsequently, I joined industry working for Tepha Inc. as a Product

Development Engineer. My primary role is to provide solutions to a variety

of technical issues related to device applications in orthopedic, general

and plastic surgeries. I work towards, feasibility assessment, proposal

generation, systems level engineering, material selection, supplier

sourcing, injection molding, industrial design integration, prototyping

capabilities, CAD, clinical testing market introduction, field support, DFMA

(Design for Manufacturing and Assembly), and design documentation.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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Michael Wallick – Invibio Biomaterial Solutions

Michael Wallick graduated magna cum laude from

Huntington University and has a combined 20 years of

experience with polymers, 7 years were spent in the

automotive sector with engineered grade polymers, and

the last 13 years focused in the medical sector with

PAEK’s, UHMWPE, Ultem, PLA’s and other biocompatible polymers for

long term implantation applications. Michael currently serves as the

Global Technical Support Manager for Invibio Biomaterial Solutions. Prior

to Invibio, Michael was employed as a Polymer Research Scientist and

injection molding subject matter expert with Zimmer-Biomet. He has

completed training in Scientific Molding, program and machine setting for

both Engel and Arburg, as well as achieving Bronze level Moldflow

certification. Michael is an active member of the Society for Plastics

Engineers where he serves on the Board of Directors for the Medical

Polymers Division, and is a voting member for ASTM where he sits on

subcommittees under F04 Medical and Surgical Materials and Devices,

and D20 Plastics. Michael also has three patents to his name and five

more patents pending in the field of medical polymers.

Medical Plastics Division – Board of Director Candidate Bios

MPD BOD CANDIDATE BIOS
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The Medical Plastics Division is pleased to announce the success of its

second webinar of the 2018 calendar year. A total of 93 participants, out of

199 registrants, were in attendance on December 13th, 2018.

A big thank you to the webinar speaker, and our own chair, Vipul Davé for

his excellent presentation on Materials for Medical Applications. Thank you

also to Louis Somlai and Ravi Ayyar for supporting as moderators.

Don’t worry, if you missed Vipul’s presentation or were unable to attend, the

webinar can be found in the SPE Library or by following the link provided

here: https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4443

The Medical Plastics Division and Webinar Team plans to host a series of

webinars during 2019, with a goal of at least three to four. Tentative timing

for the next Webinar is February after MiniTec ’19. Some of the topics in

consideration include: Advances in Medical Tubing Materials, Drug Delivery

and Implantable Materials, Materials for Excipient Release, Relevant

Changes in Regulatory Directives, Biodegradable & Resorbable Polymers in

Med Device, Best Practices for Introduction of New Polymers in Med

Device, Speed to Market through Improved Development, and Advances in

Friction Reducing Materials. We are even considering a series on project

management.

We welcome your interest to participate, as well as suggestions for topics

and/or speakers. Please contact Pierre Moulinié

(pierre.moulinie@covestro.com), Victoria Nawaby (nawabyv@hotmail.com),

or Ned LeMaster (ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com) with any suggestions.

SPE MPD WEBINARS

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4443
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PRESS RELEASE – KENNETH PAWLAK
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PRESS RELEASE – PIERRE MOULINIE
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CALL FOR ELECTIONS – MPD BOD

Are you interested in running for the upcoming election?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

ANTEC2019 is just around the corner, which means time for

elections! An email notice to the MPD membership will be coming

out in the next few weeks.

Serving on the BOD is a volunteer position and requires your

attendance at monthly teleconferences / meetings, committee

service, and attending our annual MPD face to face board of

directors meeting at ANTEC.

SPE MPD members in good standing can submit their interest in

running for open board of director positions by reaching out directly

to me (somlai_louis@lilly.com).

mailto:somlai_louis@lilly.com
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A one day conference where industry leaders and experts will discuss 

the latest developments in the area of medical plastics. 

 

This MiniTec will be held the Monday, February 4th – the day before the opening of 

the 2019 MD&M West Expo & Conference in the shadow of the Anaheim 

Convention Center. 

 

At least ten Speakers will present in two sessions covering the latest technology in 

Medical Device Materials and Processing. Session breakdown is as follows: 

 

 Morning Session: Future Polymer Materials Technology  

 Afternoon Session: Design & Advanced Processing Technology  

 

Benefits of attendance include: 

 Education and exposure to the latest technology in Med Device Design and 

Processing provided by industry leaders and experts. 

 Access to all papers and presentations post show. 

 Networking opportunities with peers and colleagues from Med Device OEM, 

Part Designers, Plastic Engineers, Material Suppliers, Machine and Equipment 

Suppliers, and more. 

 Convenience of location and timing to large Med Device Trade Show. 

 Enjoyment of California’s climate in early February! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ned LeMaster Ashley Spittle

+1 608.402.3268 +1 562.217.1377

ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com aspittle@ethorn.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Ned LeMaster Ashley Spittle

+1 608.402.3268 +1 562.217.1377

ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com aspittle@ethorn.com
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2019 SPE MPD MINITEC PRELIMINARY SPEAKER PROFILES

UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Submission deadline has passed 

speaker submissions now being

accepted for ANTEC 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October 19, 2018

Submission deadline has passed 

speaker submissions now being

accepted for ANTEC 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS


