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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division Members:

Welcome to our year-end newsletter!

I hope that everyone is enjoying the holiday

season with family and friends.

Elections for the Board of Director positions will be

held in January. Please consider running for the election as we are

always looking for new talent to serve on our board. If interested, then

send your bio and photo to Pierre Moulinie

(pierre.moulinie@covenstro.com) so that you can be included in the

ballot for the election.

We have two exciting events planned in first quarter of 2020, namely

MiniTec during the MD&M Show in Anaheim, and ANTEC in San

Antonio. I would like to thank the technical programming committee for

organizing both these events with excellent topics and speakers.
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

As always, thank you to all our sponsors! We welcome more

sponsorship from companies to display their information in our award-

winning newsletter. In addition, we can also circulate the information

by various social media forums.

We have a strong membership following which has been steadily

growing. I would like to make sure that our division becomes stronger

so please remember to renew your Annual Membership.

Finally, I am very thankful to all our Board of Directors for working

hard to make several contributions for the Medical Plastics Division.

Enjoy the highlights that are summarized in the Newsletter!

Please send me a note if you have any suggestions to improve our

division.

Happy Holidays!

At your service,

Vipul

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Do you have questions about MPD Membership?

Please email Ravi Ayyar

rayyar@lilly.com

Continued from the previous page…



Ravishankar Ayyar, Eli Lilly and 
Company

• Membership Chair & Awards co-Chair

• rayyar@lilly.com

Ed Fewkes, Corning

• Membership Committee

• fewkesej@corning.com 

Ajay Padsalgikar, DSM

• MPD Technical Program Committee

• Ajay.Padsalgikar@dsm.com

Louis Somlai, Eli Lilly and Company

• Communications Chair; Newsletter Editor

• somlai_louis@lilly.com

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2020

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Ali Ashter, Hologic Inc

• Vice Chair; Treasurer / Finance Committee

• ashter2000@gmail.com

Margie Hanna, Czuba Enterprises

• Member - Finance Committee

• m_hanna@yahoo.com

Ned LeMaster, DuPont

• Secretary; Technical Program – Webinars

• ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com

Maureen Reitman, Exponent

• Member – Technical Program Committee & 
Awards Committee

• mreitman@exponent.com

Amin Sedighiamiri, AstraZeneca

• MPD Technical Program Committee

• am.sadighi@gmail.com 

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2021

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Jennifer Hoffman, EAG Laboratories

• Membership Committee

• jmchoff@gmail.com

Anil Mahapatro, Wichita State 
University

• Technical Program & Awards Committees

• Anil.Mahapatro@wichita.edu

Victoria Nawaby, Patina Solutions

• Education Committee co-Chair

• nawabyv@hotmail.com

Bhavin Shah, Tepha

• Finance Committee Chair

• shah@tepha.com

Michael Wallick, Invibio

• Awards Committee co-Chair

• mwallick@invibio.com

MPD Board Members with Term Expiring in 2022

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Vipul Davé, Johnson & Johnson

• Division Chair

• VDave1@its.jnj.com

Pierre Moulinié, Covestro

• Past Chair

• pierre.moulinie@covestro.com

Len Czuba, Czuba Enterprises

• Councilor

• LCzuba@CzubaEnterprises.com

Kathy Schacht, SPE

• SPE Liaison

• kschacht@4spe.org

MEET YOUR SPE MPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com
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MEDICAL PLASTICS DIVISION COMMITTEES

Are you interested in volunteering for the BOD?

Please email Vipul Davé

VDave1@its.jnj.com

Division Chair

Vipul Davé (‘20)

Past Chair

Pierre Moulinié (‘22)
• Awards Committee Oversight

• Assistant Treasurer

• Nominating Committee

Treasurer

Ali Ashter (’21)
• Education Committee Oversight

• Membership Committee Oversight

Secretary

Ned LeMaster (’21)

Councilor

Len Czuba (’21)

Education Committee
• co-Chair: Pierre Moulinié (’22)

• co-Chair: Victoria Nawaby (‘22)

• Webinars: Pierre Moulinié (‘22); 

Victoria Nawaby (‘22), Ned 

LeMaster (‘21)

Communications Committee

Chair:  Louis Somlai (’20)
• Newsletter: Louis Somlai (‘20) 

• Marketing & Outreach: Suneel Bandi

• Website:  Louis Somlai (‘20) & Ned 

LeMaster (‘21)

• Historian: Len Czuba; Glenn Beall

(Emeritus)

Membership Committee
• Chair: Ravi Ayyar (‘20) 

• Members: Ed Fewkes, Jennifer 

Hoffman

Awards Committee
• co-Chair: Michael Wallick (’22)

• co-Chair:  Ravishankar Ayyar  

(’20)

• Member: Anil Mahapatro (‘22)

Finance Committee

Chair:  Bhavin Shah (’22)
• Treasurer: Ali Ashter (’21)

• MPD Chair: Vipul Davé (‘20)

• Ass’t Treasurer: Pierre Moulinié (‘22)

• Members: Margie Hanna (’21);

Technical Programing 

Committee
• co-Chair: Ajay Padsalgikar (’20);

• co-Chair: Amin Sedighiamiri (‘21)

• Members: Vipul Dave (‘20), 

Maureen Reitman (‘21); Louis 

Somlai (‘20); Anil Mahapatro (‘22); 

• Webinars & MiniTec Lead: Ned 

LeMaster (‘21)
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CALL FOR ELECTIONS

Are you interested in running for the upcoming election?

Please email Pierre Moulinié

pierre.moulinie@covestro.com

ANTEC 2020 is just around the corner, which means time for

elections! An email notice to the MPD membership will be coming

out in the next few weeks.

Serving on the BOD is a volunteer position and requires your

attendance at monthly teleconferences / meetings, committee

service, and attending our annual MPD face to face board of

directors meeting at ANTEC.

SPE MPD members in good standing can submit their interest in

running for open board of director positions by reaching out directly

to Pierre Moulinié (pierre.moulinie@covestro.com).



At ANTEC 2019, 

a Leadership Roundtable organized 

by SPE Pat Farrey for Division Board Members 

reviewed obligations required by Divisions as well as elected board 

members. This training session included reading material to help 

Board of Directors better understand how to serve in leadership 

roles in non-profit organizations.

Those in attendance felt strongly that it was time for the MPD 

Board of Directors to re-examine and update our division By-Laws 

& kicked off an ad-hoc committee to do a comprehensive review of 

our MPD existing bylaws & propose updates and amendments or 

changes, as appropriate.

The ad-hoc committee is composed of Pierre Moulinie (Covestro), 

Len Czuba (Czuba Enterprises), Maureen Reitman (Exponent), 

and Louis Somlai (Eli Lilly). 

The committee is making excellent progress and is on track to 

propose a substantive update to the Board of Directors for 

consideration by the Membership by the end of 4Q2019.

SPE MPD BY-LAWS REFRESH COMMITTEE
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Newsletter Suggestions? Interested in Sponsorship?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

Greetings fellow MPD Members!

Welcome to the latest edition of our award winning

newsletter! I appreciate your efforts to help me

improve this communication tool; please send

feedback my way: somlai_louis@lilly.com

Once again another year has come and gone! I know it’s rather cliché,

but time really does fly when you’re having fun! I’m shocked to be writing

this note to you with the realization that 2020 is just around the corner…

which means ANTEC 2020 is coming soon. I look forward to seeing all of

you in San Antonio, Texas.

For those members planning to attend the Medical Design &

Manufacturing Expo (MD&M West) 11-13 FEB 2020: please consider

traveling 1 day earlier to attend our 3rd annual MPD MIniTec. This year’s

theme is “Emerging Materials & Technologies in Medical Devices” –

please see the advertisement within the newsletter!

The 1Q2020 newsletter will be dedicated to the upcoming MPD Board of

Directors elections. Are you interested in serving our members on the

BOD? We are seeking SPE MPD members in good standing who might

be interested in serving on specific committees (finance, education,

membership, and awards); if interested, please reach out directly to

Pierre Moulinié (pierre.moulinie@covestro.com).

As always, your board has recognized the need to increase sponsorship

for the division. If you are aware of a firm or organization that would

benefit from sponsoring our newsletter please let them and me know.

Please our directly to me (Somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Best regards,

Louis

GREETINGS FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

Please welcome IMED Manufacturing
our newest SPE MPD newsletter sponsor!

http://www.imedmfg.com/
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

Please welcome Covestro
our newest SPE MPD newsletter sponsor!

http://www.covestro.com/
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MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORS



Newsletter Suggestions? Want to Advertise?

Please email Louis Somlai

somlai_louis@lilly.com

Sponsors…

We are seeking Sponsor Display Ads for our Award-winning Division

Newsletter! To show your support of the Society of Plastics Engineers

and in particular, the Medical Plastics Division, please consider taking

part in this important communication support effort.

Sizes Available (Full Year 2020; 4 issues)

Full page (8.5”x11”) $1,500

Half page (4.3”x5.5”) $850

Quarter page (2.1”x2.8”) $450

Eighth page (1.1”x1.4”) $250

The newsletter, as scheduled, is prepared and circulated four times

per year (quarterly). Every Medical Plastics Division member receives

a copy emailed directly to their listed address. Additional copies are

also circulated (via the Chain) and broader social media (LinkedIn,

Twitter) in our continuing effort to reach new and prospective

members and other interested individuals.

To show your support please contact Louis Somlai at 317.209.4719

(email: somlai_louis@lilly.com).

Thank-you for your support!

MPD NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS
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Medical Plastics Division Councilor Report

Dear Fellow Medical Plastics Division members,

SPE Council met at a face-to-face meeting in mid-

November in Bethel, CT. This meeting was held at

the new SPE headquarters and coincided with a

ribbon cutting ceremony and welcome reception by the local

Chamber of Commerce of the area. This new location offers SPE

and our various chapters (Sections / Divisions / SIGs, etc.) the

opportunity to hold meetings, training seminars and other activities

at the facilities available at this new location. I believe that this was

a good move and positions SPE for growth for years ahead.

There were 53 Councilors or Councilor proxies in attendance of the

78 chapters in SPE. With 9 of the Executive Board and 4 staff

members, the meeting was very well attended. The agenda covered

the many activities which we all are involved in including ANTEC,

various conference events, communications and membership growth.

The EB proposed a governance restructuring but met with concerns

voiced by Council. More discussion was held on the need to change

in order to streamline decision making and helping SPE become

more responsive to needs of our industry. It was finally decided that

the existing structure would remain the same while continuing to

allow Council to have final authority to reverse decisions made by the

EB if deemed unacceptable.

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Continued on next page…
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Finances continue to be a challenge and although 2019 is expected

to close in the black thanks in large part to investment performance,

the 2020 budget was presented showing a projected shortfall of

almost $500k. Both staff and the Executive Board with help from

Council are looking for ways to close this gap although some

spending is related to investment into systems that will offset later

expenses such as software upgrades.

CEO Pat Farrey shared his continued challenge to come up with a 

fee-for-service model that would offer HQ help to Sections and 

Divisions with a structure that can both support the chapter 

activities but also not over-charge yet be a reasonable payment for 

service that HQ staff  is providing.  Details are still being worked out.  

Mr. Farrey also proposed that SPE chapters consider joining the 5-

year old program “Plastics for Life” competition that is held every 

year at ANTEC.  This contest could be a significant income stream 

for SPE but would need involvement from the various Divisions to 

have local “roll-out” competitions that would then be rolled up into 

the ANTEC competition for final level of  competition.  This program 

will be worked on for implementation in the near future.  (I 

volunteered to be part of  the Task Force that would help put this 

competition together.  I am waiting for next step action.)

COUNCILOR’S REPORT

Continued on next page…
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There were a variety of  other business topics addressed including 

minor updates to our Bylaws, updates from Sections and Divisions 

committees and the chair of  the Council Committee or the Whole.  

We were also given an update on plans for the upcoming ANTEC in 

San Antonio, TX and various activities being planned for student 

involvement in both ANTEC and SPE in general.  

Copies of  all the presentations made to Council are available for 

viewing by MPD board members on the Chain.  

(https://community.4spe.org/communities/community-

home?CommunityKey=b22502ab-c825-4ec3-ae83-747b7b5175a2).  

Check on files in the “Latest Shared Files” area near the bottom.  

There are 12 presentations plus the minutes which summarize the 

meeting.  If  you have any questions, let me know.  I welcome your 

feedback, comments or questions.

Our next Council meeting is scheduled the weekend before ANTEC in 

San Antonio.  

Best regards,

Len Czuba

Medical Plastics Division Councilor

SPE President 2005 - 2006

Distinguished Honored Service Fellow of  SPE

COUNCILOR’S REPORT



Do you have questions about the Treasurer Report?

Please email Ali Ashter

ashter2000@gmail.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT – Ali Ashter

Last Updated 25DEC2019
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The Medical Plastics Division and Webinar Team plans to host a 

series of  webinars during 2020, with a goal of  at least three to four. 

Some of  the topics in consideration include:  Advances in Medical 

Tubing Materials, Drug Delivery and Implantable Materials, Materials 

for Excipient Release, Relevant Changes in Regulatory Directives, 

Biodegradable & Resorbable Polymers in Med Device, Best Practices 

for Introduction of  New Polymers in Med Device, Speed to Market 

through Improved Development, and Advances in Friction Reducing 

Materials.  We are even considering a series on project management.

We welcome your interest to participate, as well as suggestions for 

topics and/or speakers.  Please contact the MPD Webinar team: 

Pierre Moulinié (pierre.moulinie@covestro.com), 

Victoria Nawaby (nawabyv@hotmail.com) 

Ned LeMaster (ned.e.lemaster@dupont.com)

SPE MPD WEBINARS

2020 

webinars 

coming soon!
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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2019 ANTEC MPD BEST PAPER
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Check out what you missed…

K-SHOW 2019

Dusseldorf River Front (photo courtesy K-Show)

The K-Show is one of  the largest global trade fairs for 

the plastics and rubber industry. The event was held in 

Düsseldorf, Germany from 15-23 October 2019. 

A few interesting statistics:

• ~3,300 exhibitors from a total of  63 nations 

• ~225,000 visitors from 168 countries 

• A multitude of  plastics technologies & innovations



27

Check out what you missed…

K-SHOW 2019

K-Show Exhibit Hall Entrance (photo courtesy Lauren Zetts

Covestro)

The plastics and rubber industries present their 

entire performance spectrum and the whole diversity 

of  innovative applications. 

The net exhibition area amounts to ~178,000 m2

(~1,900,000 ft2) spread through all 19 halls of  the 

Düsseldorf  Exhibition Centre.
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Check out what you missed…

K-SHOW 2019

Picture from the SPE Booth at K-Show (courtesy SPE)

Picture from the SPE Booth at K-Show (courtesy SPE)
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Check out what you missed…

K-SHOW 2019

Raw material and auxiliary specialists presented 

products at the leading edge of  polymer science. The 

focus was on materials with superior resource 

efficiency that allow a more balanced economic and 

ecological performance and which can be recycled at 

the end of  their life cycle. Companies offering semi-

finished products, industrial components and 

reinforced plastics products showed a high innovative 

force and a wide variety of  products. Energy- and 

resource-efficient products have become more 

important than ever before, as they can meet the most 

challenging requirements (K-Show Press Release).

Medical plastics examples from K-Show (courtesy K-Show)
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Check out what you missed…

K-SHOW 2019

Medical micro-molding examples from K-Show (photos courtesy of

Donna Bibber, Isometric Micro Molding)



SPE CEO Pat Farrey with the lead organizers of the MPD MiniTec

(L→R): Len Czuba (Czuba Enterprises), Ashley Spittle (Horn), Patrick

Farrey (SPE), and Ned LeMaster (DuPont)

Expert Panel Discussion (L→R): Len Czuba (moderator); Jamie Orr

(PolyOne); Jeffrey Jansen (The Madison Group); Yubiao Liu

(Eastman Chemical)
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BEST OF 2019 PHOTOS – MPD MiniTec

Check out what you missed…
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Check out what you missed…

Len Czuba accepting “SPE Fellow of the Society Award” on

behalf of Dr. Thomas W Haas from SPE President Brian Grady

L→R: Margie Hanna, Len Czuba, Maureen Reitman (ANTEC 2020)

BEST OF 2019 PHOTOS – ANTEC 2019
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Check out what you missed…

Leadership Round Table (L→R): Margie Hanna, Len Czuba, Vipul

Davé, Jeremy Dworshak, Ned LeMaster, and SPE CEO Pat Farrey

MPD Past Chair’s Breakfast (L→R): Vipul Davé, Len Czuba,

Glenn Beall, and Pierre Moulinié (designed to help the current

chair understand the job and share suggestions)

BEST OF 2019 PHOTOS – ANTEC 2019
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Check out what you missed…

SPE MPD Board of Directors Dinner – Andiamo Riverfront

SPE MPD Board of Directors Group Photo – Renaissance Center

BEST OF 2019 PHOTOS – ANTEC 2019
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The MPD provided financial support

to the Student Activities at ANTEC

this year.

Part of the funding went to one of

the fun activities (Fowling = football

+ bowling) they planned for the

young members and the pictures

enclosed were taken at that event.

Check out what you missed…

BEST OF 2019 PHOTOS – ANTEC 2019
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UPCOMING EVENTS: MINITEC 2020



37

UPCOMING EVENTS: ANTEC 2020

The MPD TPC welcomes you to submit an abstract

For more information, please email Amin Sedighiamiri

am.sadighi@gmail.com 


