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Greetings and welcome to the Thermo-Plastic Elastomer-Special Interest Group (TPE-SIG) newsletter. I am so very 
honored and pleased to have the opportunity to work with you in my new capacity as TPE-SIG Chair where I can 
witness the growth of our group. I would like to thank Tom Bell, the Past-Chair, for his vision and service that he has 
provided to the SIG. 

Our TPE SIG has been a non-profit organization and committed to help students, young engineers and TPE 
professionals in advancement of TPE knowledge. TPEs have undergone many changes in recent years and research 
professionals in both industry and academia have played a major role in shaping the TPE landscape ranging from 
fundamental research to novel formulations. Not only have we advanced knowledge in key areas of fundamental 
research, teaching and industry, but some of our members have also contributed in important ways to identify 
novel applications. Our goal is to bring together TPE professionals active in academia, industry and research 
institutions to share their experience and knowledge, or simply to stay in touch with colleagues and the advances in 
the field. To more effectively serve our members, I am asking for your feedback regarding our newsletter content, 
ANTEC® meeting and TOPCON conference topics, formats and themes. 

Our call for paper for upcoming conferences is included in this newsletter.  Our next ANTEC meeting will be held on 
May 7-10, 2018 in Orlando, FL.  It is strategically co-located with NPE 2018 to take advantage of the largest plastics 
trade show and conference of the plastic industry. 

I am very proud to announce student awards from TPE SIG in this newsletter. I congratulate worthy recipients on 
behalf of board members and encourage more and more students to apply for awards and participate in TPE-SIG 
activities. There are many reasons to be part of this SIG and many opportunities for you to participate to contribute 
to our continued success.

Mukul Kaushik, PhD
TPE SIG Chair, 2017-2018
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https://www.4spe.org/Communities/sigsdetail.aspx?ItemNumber=5329


SCHOLARSHIPS
TPE

Paul Chong: 
UCLA, Senior, Chemistry/Materials Science Major. GPA: 3.54.  Research in metal -free polymer-
ization.  2 publications, 3 conference presentations.  Strong letter of recommendation. Serve as 
US Army medic between 2008-2011. Volunteer at San Antonio State Hospital and Clarity Child 
Guidance Center.

Logan Tate: 
Penn State College of Technology, Junior, GPA 4.0. SPE Student Chapter President. Worked on 
thermoforming project. Presented at ANTEC and TOPCON. Volunteer at Penn College PlastiVan 
event. Helping kindergarteners in science at Jackson Elementary School. Assistant coach to Little 
League. 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

Baraka Lwoya: 
Tulane University. PHD Chemical Eng.  minor in Chemistry. GPA: 3.9.  US Army Combat Reserve.  
Research in PMMA thin film project. Current research on membrane.  Many honors such as 
Kellogg’s scholarship. Two publications.  Volunteered is STEM Nola mentoring program and YMCA 
youth program.

Stephanie Ternullo : 

U Mass Lowell. Graduate student. MS in Plastics Engineering. GPA: 3.9. Extensive internship 
experience at P & G. Worked in South Boston plant as Process Engineer. UMass Women Soccer 
team captain.  Strong letter of recommendations. Also part of the college Dance Team.

GRADUATE STUDENTS

Each of these deserving students have received a $1000 scholarship form the TPE SIG. Thanks to Edwin Tam and 
his committee for putting the time and effort into reviewing all the candidates and recommending these students.



2018
THERMOPLASTIC ELASTOMERS CONFERENCE

September 18-20  |  Akron, OH

CALL FOR PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS

The SPE Thermoplastic Elastomers Special Interest Group (SIG) & Akron Section invite the submission of 
abstracts for the 13th TPE Topical Conference September 18-20, 2018. 

In a change of format, only abstracts and presentations will be required.

Accepting presentations on the latest thermoplastic elastomer developments in:

Please submit presentation title, abstract, author/presenter name and affiliation to:
William Blasius 

wgblasius@gmail.com 
PH: +1 774-545-0990

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
Abstract:  March 1, 2018

Completed Presentation:  July 15, 2018

•     Medical and Healthcare
•     Automotive and Transportation
•     Wearable Electronics

•     Advances in Processing Technologies
•     Performance Enhancing Additives

TPE TOPCON 2018
This is the on year for the TPE SIG and Akron SPE sponsored TOPCON. Check out information below and 
hope to see you there as a presenter or an attendee.

www.4spe.org/tpe18

mailto:wgblasius%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.4spe.org/tpe18
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A Thank you to Technic Inc. 
for allowing our committee 
member Bill Blasius to devote the time needed to continue as an active member of the TPE SIG 
Committee. Bill has for several years been very active in coordinating the technical program for the TPE 
SIG TOPCONS. 

Here is a little about Technic Inc.

As one of the largest producers of Silver powder for the solar industry, Technic’s Engineered Powder 
Division produces some of the highest quality metal powders and flakes available today. Our products 
are used in a wide variety of applications including conductive adhesives, shielding applications, 
conductive inks, dental products and many electrical applications.

Our ISO 2001:2008 facility manufactures a wide range of high grade metal powders and flakes to meet 
the ever grown demands of this global industry. Technic’s dedicated team of chemists, engineers, and 
technicians operate out of a 93,000 Sq. ft. (8,640 Sq. m.) facility located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, USA.

With over 70 years of experience in the industry, Technic can analyze your application requirements and 
develop new or customized products as well as modify existing products to fit your specific application 
needs.
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Those of you still in the work force and especially those of you who are involved with the 
hiring process at your company are well aware of the shortage of educated and skilled 

workers to fill available positions today. There are a small handful of universities that are geared to “producing” 
hands on people who can fill these needs. There are also programs that are in place and also those that are 
needed to promote the plastic industry career paths for students in Middle and High Schools. To address the 
first point with respect to good hands on plastic technology programs at the college level, here are a few to 
choose from:

• Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan: 4-year programs and also a 2-year associates degree 
program:  
https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/technolo/design-mfg/Plastics/homepage.htm

• Shawnee State University in Portsmouth, Ohio: 4-year program and also a 2 year associates degree: 
http://www.shawnee.edu/academics/engineering-technologies/majors/plastics-engineering-technology.
aspx

• Penn College in Williamsport, Pennsylvania: 4-year program and 2-year associates degree :  
https://www.pct.edu/academics/icet/plastics

• Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, Kansas: 4-year program and a 2-year associates degree:  
http://www.pittstate.edu/plastics/

• Mid-Michigan Community College in Harrison, Michigan: 2-year program:  
https://www.midmich.edu/academics/programs-of-study/tech-trade/plastics

• Grand Rapids Community College in Grand Rapids, Michigan  
http://www.grcc.edu/manufacturing/plasticspolymerengineeringtechnology

• Tennessee College of Applied Technology in Pulaski, Tennessee: Certificated Master of Plastics 
Engineering Technician: 
https://tcatpulaski.edu/programs/advanced-manufacturing-education

• Schoolcraft College: 16 credit and 31 credit certificates and 2-year associates degree in the program: 
https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/2017-18/manufacturing-and-technology/manufacturing-plas-
tics-technology/plastic-technology-aas-degree

The Schoolcraft College program is the newest of those mentioned above. This Fall semester was the start of 
both a 31-credit certificate and an AAS Degree in Plastics Technology. These programs put the final touches 
on a program that started with a 16-credit skills certificate in 2014. The programs include classes in various 
plastics processing methods, Computer Aided Design (CAD), metal machining that is the beginning of mold 
making skills and concepts of mold and part design. All of these classes have been added to these programs to 
help meet the needs of the local plastics industry in developing an educated and experienced labor force to fill 
the many job opportunities in the local plastics industry.

The Need for an Educated Labor Market for the Plastics Industry

https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/technolo/design-mfg/Plastics/homepage.htm
http://www.shawnee.edu/academics/engineering-technologies/majors/plastics-engineering-technology.aspx
http://www.shawnee.edu/academics/engineering-technologies/majors/plastics-engineering-technology.aspx
https://www.pct.edu/academics/icet/plastics
http://www.pittstate.edu/plastics/
https://www.midmich.edu/academics/programs-of-study/tech-trade/plastics
http://www.grcc.edu/manufacturing/plasticspolymerengineeringtechnology
https://tcatpulaski.edu/programs/advanced-manufacturing-education
https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/2017-18/manufacturing-and-technology/manufacturing-plastics-technology/plastic-technology-aas-degree
https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/2017-18/manufacturing-and-technology/manufacturing-plastics-technology/plastic-technology-aas-degree
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Then there are the opportunities to help promote to plastics industry career path to the middle school and 
high school students. 

Here are a few possibilities:

• Finance and have the SPE PlastiVan come to a local school and help seed the thought of the plastics 
industry in their heads. Take a look at their web page to learn more:  
https://www.4spe.org/Foundation/Plastivan.aspx

• Get involved with the nationwide Manufacturing Day program. Have students come through your factory 
to show them what the modern-day manufacturing companies are like. Here is a link to go to for the 
event next Fall:   
http://www.mfgday.com/

• Invites schools to your plant to show them what you do and the career paths possible

• Start interviewing high school seniors to pick those that would ne interested in a career in manufacturing 
and start to train them and help them complete an education at the same time

Help spread the word about the needs of our industry and point them to the educational possibilities that will 
help fulfill those needs.

https://www.4spe.org/Foundation/Plastivan.aspx
http://www.mfgday.com/

